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and historical difference between a democratic and a socialist revolution. To forget this would be tantamount to forgetting the character of the democratic revolution as a revolution of the whole people: if it is ."of the whole people" it means that there is "singleness of will" precisely in so far as this revolution satisfies the common needs1 and requirements of tlhe whole people. Beyond the bounds of democracy there can be no question of the proletariat and the peasant' bourgeoisie having a single will. Class struggle between them is inevitable; but it is in a democratic republic that this struggle will be the most thoroughgoing and widespread struggle of the people for Socialism. Like everything else in the world, the revolutionary-democratic dictatorship of the proletariat and the peasantry has a past and a future. Its past is autocracy, serfdom, monarchy and privilege. In the struggle against this past, in the struggle against counterrevolution, a "single will" of the proletariat and the peasantry is possible, for here there is unity of interests,
Its future is the struggle against private property, the struggle of the wage worker against the employer, tlhe struggle for Socialism. Here singleness of will is1 imposr sible.* Here our path lies not from autocracy to a republic but from a petty-bourgeois democratic republic to Socialism.
Of course, in actual historical circumstances, the elements of the paist become interwoven with ttiose of the future, the two paths cross. Wage labour, with its struggle against private property, exisfe under the autocracy as well; it is generated even* under serfdom. But this does not in the least prevent us from drawing a logical and historical dividing line between (he major stages of development. We all draw a distinction between bourgeois revolution and so-
* The development of capitalism, -which is more widespread and rapid where there is freedom, will inevitably put a speedy end to singleness of will; the sooner counterrevolution and reaction are crushed, the sooner.will the singleness of will come to an end.